
   
 
MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING  
ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW 
CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 
VIA ZOOM 
February 3, 2022 
 
The Meeting was called to order by Acting Chairman Michael Gero at 3:04 p.m. and the 
following responded to Roll Call:  
 
PRESENT:    Michael Gero, Building Official 

Don Ramm, City Engineer 
Steve Rega, Fire Chief 
Jessica Hyser, Economic Development Director 
Anne Lynch, Economic Development 
Jeff Markley, City Planner  

 
ABSENT:  Norm Casini, Chairman 
 
Old Business: 
 

1. 7300 East Pleasant Valley Road, Involta – Proposed building expansion and additional 
generator yard north of existing building. 

 
New Business: 
 

2. 6618 Bexley Court, Nathan Czeck – Represented by Paradise Pools for a proposed in 
ground swimming pool. 

 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that Chairman Norm Casini was excused due to the weather. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked if there were any additions or corrections to the January 20, 2022. 
Minutes.   
 
A motion was made by City Engineer Ramm, seconded by Building Official Gero, to 
approve the Minutes as amended of the Architectural Board of Review meeting of January 
20, 2022. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
7300 East Pleasant Valley Road, Involta – Paul Stein was in attendance on behalf of the 
applicant. 
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Acting Chairman Gero stated that at the last meeting they spoke with the architect as far as 
providing a little additional detail, a couple of items that needed to be taken care of.  He stated 
that he had conversations with him, and he supplied the drawings.  He asked the City Engineer if 
he had those to show on the screen.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that they have the revised drawing on the screen for the 
landscaping indicating trees along the front addition part.  He asked Mr. Stein what kind of trees 
they were. 
 
City Planner Markley stated that they were arborvitae. 
 
The Acting Chairman stated that there were trees out in the front, and they have some trees along 
the west side of the building to provide some landscape enhancement. 
 
He stated that the next drawing was, after discussion with the architect, to provide a couple of 
things the Chairman had mentioned with regard to a screen for the equipment on the roof.  He 
stated that the drawing on the left of the screen would be showing a parapet wall and constructed 
in such a way to not restrict the water drainage from the roof, the gutter being where it was.  He 
stated that the rendering would show that a little better.  He stated that the drawing on the right 
was an indication that it increased the aggregate to a heavy aggregate on the face of the block.  
He stated that the image that was shown was the top view down.  He stated that it was showing 
the enhanced groove that was almost undeterminable in the existing building on the center of 
each one of those panels.  He stated that it would be increased to provide more a shadow line and 
break so that it doesn’t give the appearance of just a solid concrete wall.  He stated that the 
architect had submitted those on Monday.  He stated that it would show the increased aggregate 
so there would be more a textured look to the wall.  He stated that the center image, if you would 
look on top of the gutter line from the old to the new, the parapet would be continued around in 
the same concept as it was on the higher walls, the top being smooth.  He stated that the center 
part where the knockouts were would be a ribbed portion of the panel.  It would carry around to 
the front for the new areas so that the new addition will have that across the top of it.  It will 
carry to what was carried on the bottom of the north wall.  He stated that it was the Pleasant 
Valley facing side of it. 
 
The Acting Chairman stated that the phase that they were concerned about provides more of an 
architectural feature so that it would not just look like a solid concrete wall.  It would provide 
some shadow lines.  He stated that there was a concern about the discoloration of the existing, 
which actually the panels that were referred to by the Chairman will not be seen once the 
addition would be placed next to the building because those panels would be covered up.  He 
stated that they wanted to make sure that the new walls won’t discolor like that to be able to 
maintain the look that they were trying to achieve here. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked if anybody else had any questions. 
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He asked if the City Engineer had anything.   
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that he did not have anything. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked Ms. Lynch if there was anything she wanted to add. 
 
Ms. Lynch stated that she liked the addition of the trees going along the building which they had 
talked about.  She stated that she would suggest they add one other cluster of three sets of trees 
or go back to their original landscaping where the trees were a little bit more scattered. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that she was talking about the trees between the building and 
Pleasant Valley Road. 
 
Ms. Lynch agreed. She stated that if there was one more cluster of three trees she thinks that 
would suffice.   
 
Mr. Stein asked where she would want the other cluster of trees, in between the other two sets of 
three. 
 
Ms. Lynch replied yes.  She stated that it could be a little bit south of them.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked Mr. Stein if he had anything that he wanted to add. 
 
Mr. Stein stated that he didn’t.  He stated that he was certainly open to trying to answer any 
questions the Board might have.  He stated that he knows the architect was unavailable today 
because of prior commitments and so was Involta.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked Fire Chief Rega or Lieutenant Reis if they had any comments. 
 
Fire Lieutenant Reis stated that all of their systems were fine. They were always on top of those 
things, and he had no concerns there. 
 
Fire Chief Rega stated that he didn’t have any concerns either.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked City Engineer Ramm if he had anything else. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that he didn’t.  He thought that all the comments and concerns were 
addressed. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked the City Engineer if he needed a site plan review and approval. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that if they have been submitted, they will review and approve them. 
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Acting Chairman Gero stated that he hasn’t gotten any construction drawings as of yet. 
 
A motion was made by City Engineer Ramm, seconded by Acting Chairman Gero, to 
approve the addition, subject to the addition of a cluster of three trees to be located in 
between the two sets closer to the building. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that Mr. Stein could pass on the good news.  He stated that he was 
looking forward to receiving the construction drawings. 
 
Mr. Stein asked if it would be acceptable to include that drawing with the three additional 
plantings. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that it could be submitted with the revised landscape plan. 
 
Economic Development Director Hyser thanked Mr. Stein for his time and patience in the 
process. 
 
Mr. Stein stated that he looked forward to building there again. 
 
6618 Bexley Court, Nathan Czeck – Mr. Wayne Berardinelli of Aquatic Leisure was in 
attendance on behalf of the homeowners. 
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that at the last meeting the comment was made that the City 
Engineer would need more information, and would need a detail of the fence.  He stated that he 
thought the Minutes were forwarded to Mr. Berardinelli. 
 
Mr. Berardinelli stated that he got ahold of the homeowner, and he didn’t understand the urgency 
of getting a drawing together for the fence.  He stated that the homeowner sent him a sketch.  It 
would be a four foot ornamental fence. There would be self-closing, self-latching gates, one on 
either side.  He stated that one would be toward the street where the driveway was, and one on 
the opposite end going up the side of the house.  He stated that he let the homeowner know that 
being that he will use the house as the fourth wall of the fence, he would need an alarm on the 
back door as well.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that part of the urgency of the fence was on a pool they want to 
make sure the fence was included in the plans.   
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Mr. Berardinelli stated that he could get with the homeowner as he had the hard copy of the 
sketch, and Mr. Berardinelli could drop it off at the Building Department. 
 
The Acting Chairman stated that they will need that to issue a fence permit with the pool permit.   
He asked the City Engineer what he would need to review the site and approve it. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that the schematic of the pool was fine, but they will need to 
understand the finished grade elevations of the pool.  He stated that what was not shown on the 
drawing was any concrete perimeter that would be proposed to be constructed.  He stated that in 
the pool plans there was communication of some concrete patio placement.  If it would be 
included with the pool project, the City Engineer would need to see that represented accurately 
on the site drawing.  He stated that one thing he wanted in the record was that they had issued a 
final grade review letter that was pretty substantial with some concerns, in particular the way the 
lay of the land was on the lot, the surface water would want to run northeasterly towards the 
house and/or towards the pool.  He stated that they were concerned about making sure the 
surface runoff would be directed around the pool, and that the pool finished grades and concrete 
would be set at the proper elevation to promote positive drainage away from the pool and to 
direct water around the pool. 
 
Mr. Berardinelli stated that he believed there were two catch basins, one at either end of the yard 
on that side of the house.  He stated that he shaded in some concrete on there, and if not he 
would definitely make that happen.  He stated that generally finished grade and concrete at the 
house, he will shoot that, and then he was coming off 10 from the house.  He will be 2 ½ inches 
higher at the pool, so he would have a quarter inch of fall away from the pool all the way around.   
 
City Engineer Ramm stated that those were the types of details they would need to see 
represented on the topographic plan. 
 
Mr. Berardinelli stated that he could make that happen. 
 
City Engineer Ramm stated then the addressing of the final grade, the few comments.  He stated 
that they could figure that out together and make sure they were not amplifying any problems.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero stated that it seemed like there was almost a 2 foot elevation change 
there. 
 
Mr. Berardinelli stated it was towards the house.   
 
Acting Chairman Gero asked if there was a drain in the pool. 
 
Mr. Berardinelli replied no.  They were supposed to stay full of water all the time. 
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Acting Chairman Gero asked if anyone else had any questions. 
 
He stated that the Board could approve the pool, subject to the City Engineer review and 
approval of the site and submittal of the fence detail.  Once they have that information, they 
would be able to issue the permit, once Engineering was good with the site plan. 
 
Mr. Berardinelli stated he would have it all up to the Building Department on Monday. 
 
A motion was made by Acting Chairman Gero, seconded by City Engineer Ramm, to 
approve the in ground pool, subject to the above conditions. 
 
ROLL CALL: Yeas: Gero, Ramm 
   Nays: None 
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business, the Architectural Board of Review virtual meeting of 
February 3, 2022 was adjourned at 3:21 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Acting Chairman Michael Gero 
 
____________________________________      
Debi Beal, Secretary,  
Unapproved at Time of Release 02/07/22 


